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Introduction

Man is the only talkative creature on earth; perhaps, we may soon discover, in the entire universe. To man, speech is essential in communication if he has to associate with fellow human beings, or if he hopes to exist in society, or if he wants to get what he needs for progress and prosperity. Speech, in fact, is a natural faculty of man.

Why, then, the need for a speech course? Shall we be taught anew what we have always been practicing all our lives? Not really, if we can distinguish between what we have always been doing and what we have been doing well. From the very first gurgling sound that we made when we were infants up to the time we utter our final gasp, we continue to learn doing things more properly and among these is speech. To become prone to progress and achievement, we must accept this last statement as true and correct.

This book and its author are both well-known to me. The author and I were born about eleven months apart and we grew up in almost identical environments. So I have not only seen or heard him; I have also learned to understand him thoroughly through the years that have passed. I feel authoritative, therefore, when I state that he is more than capable to produce a worthy treatise such as this one I am introducing.

But, truly, no masterpiece of a book can successfully achieve its purpose unless all concerned have a basic understanding of that purpose. I personally believe that the primary purpose of all textbooks on public speaking is to answer one question: “Why does the average person avoid the occasions for speaking in public?”

Let us dissect the question. Many a reasonable person does not want to speak in public because (1) he does not know what to say, or (2) he does not know how to say it, or (3) he is afraid to make a mistake in public. Obviously, the problem of ignorance can be easily solved. One only has to expand his experience in order to gain more knowledge. Techniques can be learned through a study of the patterns that a speech course may lay out. Such rules or patterns are universal and they all center on the idea of self-discipline. 

This is where the course in public speaking comes in. On the problem of fear to commit an error in public, we must admit to ourselves that: it is absolutely normal for anyone to commit a mistake and it is absolutely necessary, for the sake of progress, that some people commit mistakes. We are not perfect human beings; hence, we should be prone to error. And if no one had dared to do anything for fear of committing a mistake, we would not have electric lights, motor vehicles, and many other things; man would not have progressed as he has. Furthermore, one usually makes mistakes only when he treads upon the uncharted and the unknown. As you learn self-discipline, you learn to chart your way, you prepare to minimize errors.

A good textbook on public speaking, such as this one, should give you the help you need. As a final word to the student of Public Speaking: You are not all cut out for the job of public speaking. Nor is it the cherished ambition of this book nor of any public speaking course to make excellent orators out of you all. But if you, after reading and using this book and completing the course, have fully realized the answers to the three basic problems which I have presented above, then we shall have achieved something. At least, you are no longer the average person who will refuse to speak in public because you do not know what to say, or do not know how to say it, or do not want to make a mistake in public.


Preface

The late Fortunato Gupit, Jr. was very gratified by all the schools and professors who have been adapting the principles of this book in molding the future’s communicators in the classroom. As a thespian, educator and lawyer, the author had a gift and passion for excellence in the spoken word; and he had successfully helped numerous students through the insights and great speeches compiled between this book’s cover.

In this fifth edition, the lessons in the original work are preserved in the text written and improved by the author, except for a major revision of Chapter 12 by the author’s wife, Dolly, to keep the book updated with the trends in visual aids in presentations, both in electronic and physical forms. Dolly is likewise a college professor and is no novice in the realm of education and preparation of presentations. The rehashed chapter hopes to both inspire and guide today’s communication students in creating and delivering compelling presentations, both for the fulfillment of their requirements in the classroom and in preparation for their careers in the future.
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