PREFACE

Speech and oral communication has always been an essential part of our lives; with this in mind, Speak Successfully was prepared. This book will equip you with necessary communication skills to achieve personal, academic, and professional success. Though Speak Successfully is specifically made for college students, this book can also be a good resource for professionals.

Speak Successfully! A Guide to Effective Speaking for College Students uses a task-based approach, a proven effective approach to teaching and learning speech and oral communication. The task-based approach results from the advent of the functional views of language and communicative language teaching. Skehan (1998) suggests four defining criteria on task-based approach:

(1) meaning is primary;
(2) (2) there is a goal which needs to be worked towards;
(3) (3) the activity is outcome-evaluated; and
(4) (4) there is a real-world relationship.

Underpinned by task-based approach, Speak Successfully provides learners confidence in trying out whatever language they know; provides learners experience of spontaneous interaction; provides learners the chance to benefit from noticing how others express similar meanings; provides learners chances for negotiating turns to speak; engages learners in using language purposefully and cooperatively; allows learners to participate in a complete interaction, not just one-off sentences; provides learners chances to try out communication strategies; and develops learners’ confidence that they can achieve communicative goals (Willis, 1996).

To ensure that learning and skill acquisition are achieved, Speak Successfully uses an eleven-step learning model:

1. Objectives – The practical or communicative perspective is given more emphasis in this section. The objectives are added so that a clear target is set which will guide the discussion and activities in the book.
2. Starter – The starter, aside from being engaging, is formulated to diagnose the potential weaknesses of the learners. They are provided to ensure that learners are mentally open and receptive to learning.
3. Self-assessment – This section allows the learners to assess their baseline skills. It provides insights on how much the learners know or practice their current skills.
4. Enduring Questions – Anchored on Understanding by Design by Wiggins and McTighe, this section provides questions that will stimulate thought, provoke inquiry, and spark more questions. These are questions that allow learners to explore key concepts, theories, issues, and problems.
5. Input – This section presents key concepts underlying the skills. Inputs are taken from the recent and reliable literature available.
6. Speaker’s Advice – This section provides learners useful tips that would further reinforce key principles and concepts.
7. Comprehension Check – This section provides feedback on how much the learners understood the concepts taught. Understanding the concept will facilitate the practice of skills.
8. Application – This section allows the learners to practice the target skills and concepts in a classroom setting and in real-life situations.
9. Performance Rubric – This section provides the learners the criteria on how their performance will be assessed.
10. Reflection – This section allows the learners to reflect on the learnings they acquired after the activities. The questions stated in this section are taken from the objectives stipulated in the first part of each lesson.
11. I-Connect – This section highlights online educational opportunities; hence, allowing the learners to use the Internet purposefully, responsibly, and efficiently. Primarily, I-Connect contains additional sources to further reinforce the concepts discussed in the classroom.


Application
A. Part 1.

One student from your class will be randomly chosen by your teacher. The teacher will give four (4) pictures that the chosen student should describe to the class. As he/she describes the picture, all members of the class will try to accurately draw what they hear from their speaker-classmate. The class members are not allowed to ask any question or clarification to the speaker. They are not even allowed to make any audible responses or facial reactions. When the speaker cues the teacher that he/she has already completed the description for all the pictures, the teacher shows the pictures to the class members. Class members will record the number of items that they think they have drawn correctly. The duration of task completion will also be recorded by the teacher.
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Another student from your class will be randomly selected by your teacher. The teacher will give four (4) new pictures that the chosen student should describe to the class. As he/she describes the picture, all members of the class will try to accurately draw what they hear from their speaker-classmate. This time, the class members are allowed to ask questions or clarifications to the speaker. They are also allowed to make audible responses or facial reactions. When the speaker cues the teacher that he/she has already completed the description for all the pictures, the teacher shows the pictures to the class members. Class members will record the number of items that they think they have drawn correctly. The duration of task completion will also be recorded by the teacher.


